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PLAWCS JOINT POWERS BOARD

Regular Meeting Minutes
February 26, 2024
7:00 p.m.

Grand Lake Community Center and Video/Phone Conferencing
Board Members Attending: Grand Lake Township
Duayne Anderson
Present at town hall









Steven Torgeson
Present at town hall 









Dewey Johnson
Present at town hall 





       Canosia Township       
Kevin Comnick
Present at town hall 







             
Penny Dieryck

Present at town hall








Jeff Erikson

Present at town hall 

Others in attendance:  Clerk Amber Madoll, MSA Engineering- Jon Loye (via Zoom call), PeopleService- Chris Schmidt (via Zoom call) and Duluth Tax & Accounting Services- Donovan Frye, and two guests.
1. Call Meeting to Order, Pledge of Allegiance: Chairman Comnick called the meeting to order at 6:57 pm.
2. Roll Call: Kevin Comnick, Penny Dieryck, Jeff Erikson, Duayne Anderson, Dewey Johnson, and Steve Torgeson were in attendance. 
3. Approve Agenda: Motion made by Penny Dieryck, seconded by Steve Torgeson to approve the agenda as written. Motion carried unanimously, 6-0. Kevin Comnick, Penny Dieryck, Jeff Erikson, Duayne Anderson, Dewey Johnson, and Steve Torgeson voted in favor. 
4. Approve Minutes: Motion made by Duayne Anderson, seconded by Jeff Erikson to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes from January 26, 2024. Motion carried unanimously, 6-0. Kevin Comnick, Penny Dieryck, Jeff Erikson, Duayne Anderson, Dewey Johnson, and Steve Torgeson voted in favor. 
5. Public Comment: 
A. Bennett Property: Chairman Comnick stated he recommends splitting the cost of the private lateral line 50/50 with the homeowner. Supervisor Anderson stated that the line is a private line owned by the property owner and not PLAWCS’ issue. Supervisor Torgeson stated that he was in agreement. Chairman Comnick stated that the concern is that everyone based their decisions off of the call out sheet, which said it was ok’d by PLAWCS. Supervisor Torgeson stated that the call out sheet was vague and didn’t show that Schmidt stated it was ok to dig near the lateral. He only cleared the main line. Supervisor Anderson stated that before offering to pay anything, he would like for PLAWCS to seek legal council on whether or not there is any liability. Schmidt stated that the home owner did tell the employees of Lake Country Power multiple times that there was a lateral line in the area. Bennett confirmed that he had. Motion made by Duayne Anderson, seconded by Steve Torgeson to seek legal council on whether PLAWCS should have any responsibility for the private lateral line damage. Motion made by Steve Torgeson to table the motion, seconded by Kevin Comnick. Motion carried unanimously, 6-0. Kevin Comnick, Penny Dieryck, Jeff Erikson, Duayne Anderson, Dewey Johnson, and Steve Torgeson voted in favor. The board discussed the requirements for repairing the line, which would necessitate Lake Country Power coming out and holding the pole. Supervisor Torgeson stated that the line has to get fixed. Schmidt stated that it would cost 4-6K to be repaired. Frye stated that perhaps the line could be televised as part of the annual televising and if there is no I and I, maybe it could be monitored. Loye stated that could be done. Chairman Comnick asked Clerk Madoll to find the contact information for the third party vendor that worked with Bennett and to bring to the next meeting any information they provide. 
B. Hanco Utilities: Doup stated that he would like to become a licensed PLAWCS contractor. The board discussed his application. The board requested that his insurance be verified prior to approval. Motion made by Kevin Comnick, seconded by Duayne Anderson to approve the contractor’s PLAWCS license dependent on his insurance being approved and application fee paid. Motion carried unanimously, 6 – 0. Kevin Comnick, Penny Dieryck, Jeff Erikson, Duayne Anderson, Dewey Johnson, and Steve Torgeson voted in favor.
C. 4949 East Pike Lake Road: Doup stated his intent on building a house on this property. Supervisor Anderson stated that WLSSD would need to approve the CAF usage. Motion made by Duayne Anderson, seconded by Dewey Johnson to approve the new home application of Gary Doup at 4949 East Pike Lake Road dependent on the submission of a $5,000 deposit and usage of an approved contractor. Motion carried unanimously, 6 – 0. Kevin Comnick, Penny Dieryck, Jeff Erikson, Duayne Anderson, Dewey Johnson, and Steve Torgeson voted in favor.

6. Board Treasurer’s Report: Supervisor Johnson stated that the reconciliation looks good; stated the current checking ($2,557.17), savings ($37,412.21), and capital fund balances ($88,416.78); and updated the board on the aging summary- user fees ($16,758.26). Chairman Comnick stated that he has been talking with individuals concerning the cost for annual audits and the impact on townships. Frye stated that all of the audit information is submitted and they are working on it remotely. Motion made by Dewey Johnson, seconded by Kevin Comnick to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried unanimously, 6-0. Kevin Comnick, Penny Dieryck, Jeff Erikson, Duayne Anderson, Dewey Johnson, and Steve Torgeson voted in favor.
7. Sign/Approve Checks and Monthly Transfers: Motion made by Dewey Johnson, seconded by Steve Torgeson to approve checks and monthly transfers as presented in the written financial report. Motion carried unanimously, 6-0. Kevin Comnick, Penny Dieryck, Jeff Erikson, Duayne Anderson, Dewey Johnson, and Steve Torgeson voted in favor.
8. PeopleService:
A. 5768 North Pike Lake Road: Schmidt stated that a pump failed and wipes were found in the pump. He stated that there wasn’t anyone home to sign the call out sheet and that most of the time there isn’t. He stated that he replaced the pump. The board requested that he have Josh look at the pump when he repairs it for evidence of wipes and then report back to the board to determine if there should be a bill back. 
B. 5671 Miller Trunk Hwy/La’s Place: Schmidt stated that he went to look at the building that is currently under construction and he could not find a meter. Motion made by Duayne Anderson, seconded by Kevin Comnick to authorize PeopleService to purchase a meter and radio, if needed, for 5671 Miller Trunk Highway with the cost being built back to the property owner. Motion carried unanimously, 6-0. Kevin Comnick, Penny Dieryck, Jeff Erikson, Duayne Anderson, Dewey Johnson, and Steve Torgeson voted in favor.
C. 5774 Old Miller Trunk Highway: Clerk Madoll explained that this property had line damage similar to the damage done previously by Malkovich Excavating and that the homeowner was given their contact information.

D. 5720 Miller Trunk Hwy/Carlberg Properties: Clerk Madoll stated that PLAWCS received three land use permits from the county that Landberg submitted. The buildings have already been built, so the permits were received after the fact. She requested clarification on approval. Chairman Comnick asked Schmidt to check the properties to see if they have bathrooms or go over any PLAWCS lines. 
9. MSA Engineering: 
A. Loye stated that the GIS grant is done. 
B. 5886 North Pike Lake Road: Loye stated that there isn’t much to do unless someone buys the property and comes to a meeting to talk about how they intend on using the cabins. 
C. 5851/5845 South Pike Lake Road: Chairman Comnick asked Loye to bring recommendations to the board for repairing the sink hole. 
10. Customer Issues: None
11. Old Business: None
12. New Business: None 
13. Clerk Report: 
A. See attached written report. 
B. WLSSD Flow: Supervisor Torgeson stated that there needs to be a discussion on the initial stub cost and what those funds were intended for as some believed the cost was to go towards CAF fees. Clerk Madoll stated that if Belden advised the board that there were 2-3 available slots for new homes, with the current CAF fees submitted plus the new house they approved, then they have used up those slots. Chairman Comnick stated that there is flow available, but is currently allotted towards the Pike Lake Golf Club. However, there is no legal agreement bounding PLAWCS reserve that flow and that the club might need to put in a holding tank, which they were advised of years ago. Supervisor Torgeson asked if there was space for the township to place a holding tank. Loye said that he’d have to look into it. Chairman Comnick stated that the plans for the club are changing and it would be good to have a meeting with Belden to discuss the flow options for now and see where the club ends up down the road. Clerk Madoll will work with Belden to find a date that works for everyone. 
14. Adjourn: Motion made by Penny Dieryck, seconded by Steve Torgeson to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 pm. Motion carried unanimously, 6-0. Kevin Comnick, Jeff Erikson, Duayne Anderson, Dewey Johnson, Penny Dieryck, and Steve Torgeson voted in favor. 
Approved By: 
   



Chair


_______________________________ Date________________





Kevin Comnick

Clerk


_______________________________ Date________________


                        
   Amber Madoll 
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